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Everyone knows what is supposed to happen when two English people who have never met before come face to face in a train — they
start talking about the weather. In some cases this may simply be because 1) they happen to find the subject interesting. Most
people, though, are not particularly interested in analyses of climatic conditions, so there must be other reasons for conversations of
this kind. One explanation is that it can often be quite embarrassing to be alone in the company of someone you are not acquainted

with and not speak to 2) them. If no conversation takes place the atmosphere can become rather strained. However, by talking to

the other person about some neutral topic like the weather, it is possible to strike up a relationship without actually having to say

very much. Train conversations of this kind — and ( they do happen, although not of course as often as the popular myth supposes

3)
— are a good example of the sort of important social function that is often fulfilled by language. Language is not simply a means

of communicating information — about the weather or any other subject. AIt is also a very important means of establishing and

maintaining relationships with other people. Probably the most important thing about the conversation between our two English

people is not the words they are using, but the fact that they are talking at all.
There is also a second explanation. It is quite possible that the first English person, probably subconsciously, would like to get
to know certain things about the second — for instance what sort of job they do and what social status they have. Without this kind

of information he or she will not be sure exactly how to behave towards ) them. The first person can, of course, make intelligent

guesses about the second from their clothes, and other visual clues, but can hardly — this is true of England though not necessarily of
elsewhere — ask direct questions about their social background, at least not at this stage of the relationship. What he or she can do -

and any reasoning along these lines is again usually subconscious —is [ conversation engage in them to ]. The first person is

then likely to find out certain things about the other person quite easily. These things will be learnt not so much from what the other

person says as from how it is said, for B whenever we speak we cannot avoid giving our listeners clues about our origins and the sort

of person we are. Our accent and our speech generally show where we come from, and what sort of background we have. We may

even give some indication of certain of our ideas and attitudes, and all of this information can be used by the people we are speaking
with to help them formulate an opinion about us.

These two aspects of language behaviour are very important from a social point of view: first, the function of language in
establishing social relationships; and, second, the role played by language in conveying information about the speaker. It is clear

that both these aspects of linguistic behaviour are reflections of the fact that there is a close inter-relationship between language and

society.
[Adapted from Sociolinguistics by Peter Trudgill]
¥ be acquainted with someone : know someone slightly strained : not relaxed or comfortable fulfill * carry out
subconsciously : &9 IC elsewhere : somewhere else subconscious :  ([E> & D &) TUFNTWIRN
learnt : learned certain of : some of formulate : express behaviour : behavior

inter-relationship : a connection between two things that make them affect each other

[HH#8] 550 words from Sociolinguistics: An Introduction to Language and Society, Fourth Edition by Copyright © Peter Trudgill
1974, 1983, 1995, 2000, published by Pelican Books 1947, 1983, Penguin Group 1990, 1995, 2000.
Reproduced by permission of Penguin Group Ltd ©
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7 certain things 1 everyone 7 intelligent guesses T most people
Z  the first person 71 the second person # some cases 4 the words they are using
7 two English people 3 train conversations of this kind 1 someone you are not acquainted with

AXDABEEL2TWEELEDE, 7~Thb4DRY, EETEAL,

7 People sometimes talk to others just because they want to be heard so badly.
If two strangers in a train start talking about the weather, they are English.
Talking to others about a neutral topic can help establish a relationship with them.
Information about the listener can be learned from how he or she listens.
The author thinks of language as a way of communicating information.
Our accent and speech reveal our origins, backgrounds and, possibly, opinions.
English people cannot resist collecting information about strangers.

English people rarely ask strangers direct questions about their social background.
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We can learn about the speaker more from what they say than from how they say it.

ROEXD ( )AIZANBREEGE, 7~INLRY, BETERL,

Could you please lend me ( ) money?

7 afew 14 few rJ  many I some

I saw your sister ( ) lunch at the cafe, so I waved at her.

7 had 4 has 7 having I to have
I found it easy ( ) the birds.

7 being fed 14 fed 7 feed I tofeed
The older he grew, the ( ) he wanted to eat meat.

7 less 14 little r7 most I much
We are afraid that he will ( ) our offer.

7 turn down 4 turn off r7 turnon T turnout
The point is ( ) he will come or not.

7 because 4 either rJ since I whether
( ) president of our company is speaking on TV tonight.

7 A 4 Past 7 Present I The

I can take you to the restaurant in ( ) my brother works.

7 that 4 what 7 which I who

If Alice had asked me yesterday, I could ( ) her what happened to him.

7 be told 4 have beentold ™ have told I tell
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There are some plates and cups ( ) the top shelf.
Whatever happens, I will stand up ( ) my brother’s right.
We have to hand in our report ( ) the deadline.
( ) all, I didn’t understand what he was trying to say.
My grandmother filled a cup ( ) hot water and put a tea bag in it.
( ) which language do you usually write letters?
The post office is ( ) the street from the movie theater.
He couldn’t get rid ( ) the bad habit of smoking.
We lived in China ( ) 2010 to 2015.
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My father plays tennis well.

My fatheris a ( ) tennis ( ).

One cannot tell what will happen tomorrow.

There is ( ) ( ) what will happen tomorrow.

Natsume Soseki wrote I am a Cat.

Iama Cat ( ) ( ) by Natsume Soseki.

HAXDERZRT L3I1Z, () ADTRZEFELE-FBAZERDZI TEXEZTHE &Ko

I DR HICIR D IS B 7z,

(asleep during fell movie he the ).

TR EL, MPAE—FZLEXT,

(‘aspeech am but give I not to you).

GBI =R ST B LS,

I (I now wish with were you ).

VYT 4 —@EBYNCE R b 2T T e,
( enough help kind to us was Wendy ).

BEEIC B A, MR OBERIZIOER L I3R% 5,

( different from her is mine opinion speaking, strictly ).
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1 to engage them in conversation
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good player no telling was written

1| He fell asleep during the movie.

2 | Not you but I am to give a speech.

3 | I wish I were with you now.

4 | Wendy was kind enough to help us.

s | Strictly speaking, her opinion is different from mine.




