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Scientists have learned a great deal about how language ability can be impaired. A We know, for example, how areas of the brain

that are important for speech can be injured by a stroke or auto accident. But we don’t know enough about what causes exceptionally

strong language ability.
It’s not unusual for people to speak two or three languages; they’re known as bilinguals or trilinguals. Speakers of more than

three languages are known as polyglots. And when we refer to people who speak many languages, perhaps a dozen or more, we use

the term hyper-polyglot. B Such people are known more through anecdotes than through science, but they do exist, and their language

feats are astonishing.

The most famous hyper-polyglot was probably Giuseppe Mezzofanti, a nineteenth-century Italian cardinal, who was reputed to
speak 72 languages. This claim sounds preposterous. If you assume each language had 20,000 words, Mezzofanti would have to learn
aword a minute, twelve hours a day, for five-and-a-half years—an impossible task. But Mezzofanti was tested by critics, and (1) they
were all impressed. Even if the stories are exaggerated, he was clearly a linguistic superstar.

Did Mezzofanti have an extraordinary brain? Or are hyper-polyglots just ordinary people with ordinary brains who manage to
do something extraordinary through motivation and hard work?

U.S. linguist Stephen Krashen believes that exceptional language learners just work harder at it and have a better understanding
of how 2) they learn. As an example, he cites a Hungarian woman who worked as an interpreter during the second half of the
twentieth century. When she was 86, she could speak 16 languages, including Chinese and Russian, and was still working on learning

new languages. She said she learned 3) them mostly on her own, reading fiction or working through dictionaries or textbooks.

Some researchers argue to the contrary. ) They believe that there is such a thing as a talent for learning languages and that
there’s something special about the actual brain of a hyper-polyglot. In the 1930s, a German neuroscientist examined parts of the
preserved brain of a hyper-polyglot named Emil Krebs, who was said to have spoken 60 languages fluently. The scientist found that
the area of Krebs’s brain called Broca’s region, which is associated with language, looked different from the Broca’s region in the
brains of 11 monolingual men. However, we still don’t know if Krebs was born with a brain primed to learn languages or if his brain
adapted to the demands he put on it.

How many languages can a person learn? In theory—except for having enough time to learn them—

[ human capacity there’s limit the to no Jfor language. Everyone is potentially a polyglot, maybe even a hyper-polyglot.

But if so, why are there so few people like Emil Krebs or Giuseppe Mezzofanti? Is it because hyper-polyglotism is simply a rare
genetic trait?

Although it is still not clear whether the ability to learn exceptional numbers of languages is inborn, there’s no doubt that just
about all of us can acquire skills in a second, third, or even fourth language by putting our minds to it. It seems that monolinguals
really have little excuse for not being able to speak another language.

[Adapted from Strategic Reading 3 Second Edition by Jack C. Richards and Samuela Eckstut-Didier]
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Emil Krebs was a hyper-polyglot who was believed to have spoken 60 languages.

\d

An 86-year-old Russian interpreter was able to speak 16 languages including Chinese.

People who speak more than three languages are called trilinguals.

Monolingual people could be able to acquire two, three, or even four languages if they try hard.

Stephen Krashen studied Emil Krebs’s brain and found that it looked different from other people’s brains.
Hyper-polyglots are people who speak many languages, perhaps 12 or more.

There lived an Italian cardinal who was considered to speak seventy-two languages.

It is clear that the ability to learn many different languages is inborn.
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Mezzofanti was a superstar who studied 12 hours a day for more than 5.5 years in order to take language tests.
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IwishI ( ) play the piano as well as he does.
7 can 4 could 7 will I would
The man ( ) she was talking was her teacher.
7 whose 4 those who 7 in which T towhom
Tokyo is ( ) of Japan.
7 capital 4 acapital 7 one capital T the capital
How ( ) your sister is!
7 nice person 4 anice person 7 nice a person T aperson nice
I ( ) my homework by the time my father came home.
7 finish 4 have finished 7 had finished T will have finished
Becky has been sick for over a week; She ( ) a doctor.
7 might come 4 should see 7 used to visit T oughttogo
She made some money by ( ) her jewelry.
7 selling 4 to be selling 7 being selling T having selling
Tom has ( ) than I have.
7 many CDs 4 much CDs 7 more CDs T most CDs
Small cars are easy ( ).

7 to park 4 parking rJ to be parked I to have parked
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She ( ) to Japan after spending some time in the U.S.

Last night, we ( ) with friends at the Japanese restaurant.

During the English exam I ( ) my cell phone because I was told to do so.
This morning I ( ) an old friend on the street.

The boy ( ) to become a professional baseball player.

We ( ) of money during our first week in New York.

My father finally ( ) smoking last week for his health.

We ( ) with three different ideas at the meeting.

He ( ) the report for a while and found an error.
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7 heard from 4 turned off 7 puton I ateout
/1 ranout * accounted for 4 came up ‘7 broke down

% gaveup < raninto A came back 1t carried out

#  looked through

a  grew up
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We had a lot of things to do before going to bed.
We had a lot of things to do before (1) (2) to bed.

She started taking Yoga lessons three years ago.

It (1) three years (2) she started taking Yoga lessons.

Niigata has a larger population than Kanazawa.

The population of Niigata is larger than (1) (2) Kanazawa.
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( abookworm he call we what is ).

BPERNITHE B EDNEE> TWEES 5,

It ( snowing will when be you Nagaoka get to ).

DI STE0 L EIREEZ T TS,

( girls wear of both the glasses ).

WOEL, NXKDHBLHRFICEBHTELTT,

(a become his singer is dream to popular ).

A&, BB TaZ EH o Tz,
( famous I artist a bought by painted picture a ).
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there’s no limit to the human capacity
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He is what we call a bookworm.

It will be snowing when you get to Nagaoka.

Both of the girls wear glasses.

His dream is to become a popular singer. / To become a popular singer is his dream.

I bought a picture painted by a famous artist.




